Clinical relevance of presenting symptoms in the preoperative evaluation of pelvic masses.
There are few studies which have analyzed patients' presenting symptoms to evaluate whether a particular symptom is clinically significant. This study is aimed at determining whether any particular presenting symptom is important in the preoperative evaluation of a pelvic mass. 130 charts of patients presenting with a pelvic mass were reviewed. A standard data collection technique was used to determine rate of occurrence as well as clinical statistical relevance of specific symptoms. 25 malignancies, 16 of gynecologic origin, were found. Of the variables studied, women older than 50 showed a 14 fold increase in RR (OR 23.3. 95 percent CI 5-104.8) and those with abdominal distention showed an OR 7.9 (95 percent CI 2-21.5). Abdominal distention showed statistical significance and may be useful in the preoperative assessment of a pelvic mass.